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In a Galaxy Not So Far Awayé

ÁInternet users canôt keep usernames or 
passwords straight.
ïThere are too many
ïNamespaces for user names are saturated
ïRegistration Pages are everywhere and people are 

tired of filling them in only to have their data 
stored, sold, stolen, and harvested.

ÁEnterprise users may have partial relief 
through Web Access Management Systems
ïBut what about desktop applications?
ïHow many different identity initiatives is your 

Enterprise undertaking?  



Whatever is a Galaxy to Do?

Á Replace usernames with something 
more intuitive

Á Reduce the number of places a user 
needs to type a password

ÁGet rid of proprietary schemes and 
use open standards

Á Find something that can work both for web 
applications and for fat clients

Á Find a way to make phishing harder & privacy 
easier



When we last met our Heroes

Á Kim Cameron creates the ñ7 
Laws of Identity ò

ÁMicrosoft architects ñThe 
Identity Metasystem ò

Á CardSpace (a.k.a. InfoCard ) is created to be part 
of the Metasystem

ÁWork begins on both open -source and proprietary 
efforts to populate the universe of components 
needed to make the Metasystem concretely real.



But what is this Metasystem ?



The Metasystem is all around us



But Jedi yet we are not 



Have you seen this chicken?

http://pamelaproject.com/hotornot



Dramatis Personæ
Microsoft

ïMajor investor & supporter
ï Produced an Identity Selector ( CardSpace )
ï AD-STS is underway 

Higgins (IBM, Novell, SocialPhysics )
ï Identity Metasystem is only one part of the 

project
ï STS & Selector projects have code out 

(open -source)

OSIS
ï Industry Interoperability Group
ï Participation includes many large companies 

who are monitoring the progress of this 
technology


